
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

September 3, 2021 

Statement on Energy Legislation from  
City Water, Light, and Power Chief Utility Engineer Doug Brown 

Brown urges House lawmakers to work with the Senate’s approved legislation and not amend 
with interim decarbonization reductions and caps or declining operational limits, which add 

costs and threaten reliability. 
 

Springfield, Ill.—“CWLP and the City of Springfield appreciate the efforts of the Senate Leadership and 
all of the elected officials to work with the many stakeholders in reaching a compromise on this 
comprehensive energy legislation. Under the proposal adopted by the Senate, supported by labor and 
renewable energy advocates, CWLP’s Dallman Unit 4 and our peaking gas turbine units would not be 
forced into early closure and would be permitted to operate up to 2045.  

We support the passage of this type of responsible legislation, which allows time to transition to cleaner 
sources and be protective of the environment, while maintaining a reliable and resilient electrical grid. 
We believe what is in the bill language now is a fair compromise that should be adopted by the House 
and approved by the Governor.   

As the bill moves to the House, we urge lawmakers to resist calls to place arbitrary caps or operational 
limits on our natural gas and diesel peaking units.  This would cause these resources to be unavailable 
when the electric grid is stressed or demand is high—threatening reliability of the grid.  Interim 
decarbonization goals should give credit for the progress CWLP is already making through voluntary unit 
closures.  They should not impose overly stringent or aggressive emission limits on Dallman Unit 4 that 
would result in increasing costs to our customers with minimal environmental benefit.  It defies logic for 
some opponents of the bill to suggest that a fair compromise would be to ask Springfield ratepayers to 
fund the next generation carbon capture technology for a plant that is required to close shortly after the 
system would be built.    

As we’ve demonstrated, CWLP is already on a path to cleaner sources with the recent retirements of 
Dallman Units 31 and 32 and the soon to be retirement of Unit 33.  We have also begun the process of 
replacing the needed capacity from these units with renewable energy. In addition, our utility has been 
an active partner in furthering the science of finding environmentally responsible alternatives for a 
cleaner energy future as we have been awarded a carbon capture testing pilot for Unit 4 and we are 
participating in the process and research to design a power plant of the future with the University of 
Illinois’ Prairie Research Institute. These advances will be necessary to achieve a carbon free future that 
includes reliable baseload generation. With passage of this legislation, CWLP will be able to continue this 
mission to move to cleaner and diverse generation resources, while still providing reliable and 
reasonable cost energy to our customers.  

[MORE] 



 

 

  

About CWLP 

As a municipal utility providing reliable energy to the citizens of Springfield, its customer-owners. The 
utility has been on the forefront of employing modern pollution controls and has continually worked to 
reduce its environmental impact from its operations. CWLP’s Dallman Unit 4, completed in 2009, is still 
one of the cleanest coal-fired units in the country. At the time of its completion, CWLP purchased 120MW 
of wind energy as part of a commitment to green energy, which continues today with current and 
planned investments in solar energy. Investments that are threatened by the massive uncertainties and 
increases in cost caused by the forced retirement of this same coal fired unit being proposed by the 
Governor’s office.   

As part of a commitment to reducing carbon, CWLP’s two oldest coal-fired units Dallman 31 and 32 have 
recently retired. A third unit, Dallman 33, will retire by Fall 2023. These retirements will represent a 2 
million ton per year greenhouse gas reduction and meet the Biden Administration’s goal of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 50 percent of 2005 levels by the year 2030.  Only CWLP will have 
done it 7 years ahead of schedule.  

CWLP also established an environmental fund by adding a fee based upon usage to pay for 
improvements or upgrades (such as closing our ash ponds) and assisting the University of Illinois and 
Department of Energy on furthering the science on ways to reduce CO2 through a $47M grant to study 
Carbon Capture Project at Unit 4. 
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